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FOR RELEASE:

Thursday, August 5, 1965

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

89-28

WASHINGTON, D. C.-- I;orking in cooperation with members of the Texas
Association of Soil Conservation Districts, I have obtained from the Agricultural
Research Service a rundown on plans for meeting the problem of deterioration of
South Texas rangelands due to invasion by brush.

This is a serious matter in

our

area, and intensive research is necessary to find the best method of dealing with
it.

The Administrator of the Agricultural Research Service thinks the most promis-

ing way to develop an effective research program would be to bring together a coordinated group of researchers from various areas of competence.

He says the group

should include field equipment engineers, economists, hydrologists, ecologists, soil
scientists, agrostologists, herbicide specialists, and range: management specialists.
The varying types of brush and terrain naturally pose different problems.

Coping

with South Texas pear cactus, for example, is quite different from dealing with
cedars farther North.

The ease with which grass can be restored will vary greatly

with prevailing climate conditions.

More knowledge is needed about the effect of

grassland restoration on downstream water yield and sediment delivery.
there are many aspects to the overall problem.

And so on--

The Agricultural Research Service

expects to be in a position some time this fall to suggest a comprehensive and adequate rangeland research program.

I will keep up with developments.

* * * * *
WESLACO BUILDING. Speaking of agricultural research, the Department
of Agriculture advised me in the spring that a contract probably would be let around
August 1 for construction of a new building for the Fruit and Vegetable Products
Laboratory at Weslaco.

I have just checked on this and find there is some delay;

now it is expected that the contract will go out for bids around the first of
September.

About eight months will be required for construction

I realize the

importance of this project and will continue to give it my attention.

The new labora-

tory will accommodate twelve to fifteen professional scientists as well as a small
pilot plant.

* * * * *
SCREI~IORM PROGRAJ!.
Officials of the Southwest Animal Health Foundation,
accompanied by leaders of Mexico's agricultural economy, gathered in l'1ashington to
confer with Secretary of Agriculture Freeman, U. S. Government officials, and Members
of Congress on the possibilities of a joint U.S.-Mexico scre~lorm eradication program.
As I have in the past, I will continue working toward a still better screwworm eradication program--already a successful enterprise in the United States.
* * * * ~

RURAL CARRIER APPOINTMENTS. Rural carriers of the U. S. mails are selected
either on the basis of competitive examinations or by transfer of a qualified postal employee without an examination. The examinations, given by the Civil Service Commission,
are held only as the needs of the service require appointment of a carrier whenever requested by the Post Office Department. Regardless of what anyone believes about how
these appointments are made, this is the only system. Examinations, announced in advance, are held for each post office at which eligibles are needed, and an applicant becomes eligible for appointment as rural carrier only at the post office for which he
was examined. In order to be eligible, an applicant must make a grade of not less than
seventy--including veteran preference allowance, if any--on a written test requiring
something over three hours to complete. After the examination, the Civil Service Commission establishes a "register" of the applicants who passed, and the top three people
making the highest scores on the examination are certified by the Civil Service Commission to the Post Office Department for consideration in making the appointment.
Only the top three names appearing on the register may be considered.
Veterans who have made a passing grade and have a compensable service-connected disability of 10 per cent or more are placed first on a list of eligibles in the order of
rating. Following them, all other eligibles are listed according to grades, including
preference points, if any. Preference eligibles are listed ahead of non-preference
eligibles with the same rating. Under the Veterans' Preference Act, the Post Office
Department cannot pass over a preference eligible and select a non-preference eligible
whose name appears lower on the certificate unless reasons for passing over the preference eligibl~s are submitted to and found sufficient by the Civil Service Commission.
The Department may, however, without furnishing reasons, select any preference eligible,
regardless of the type of preference, or any non-preference eligible if there is no
preference eligible above him on the certificate. The Post Office Department notifies
the eligible who is selected, and the names of others remain on the register for two
years in the event of future vacancies. Appointments are considered career positions
and become permanent after satisfactory completion of a probationary period of one year.

* * * * *
HOUSING BILL. The housing features of the recently enacted Housing and
Urban Development Act have been emphasized in newspaper stories but the measure, in
fact) covers many corners.

One section has to do with Community Facilities. This part of the act
authorizes the Housing and Home Finance Agency to make grants to communities for basic
water and sewer facilities and for certain neighborhood facilities. In the case of
these neighborhood facilities, priorities will be given to applications for projects
designed primarily for the benefit of low-income families. How this will all actually
wor~ and eligibility requirements will be developed in regulations.
These won't be
issued for some time.
The measure deals with many other aspects of urban development and both
public and private housing. In fact, this program comes close to offering something
for everybody--which was one objection made to it in the House.
****~':

BELLS-BELLS-BELLS. Not the tinkling bells written about by Edgar Allan Poe
but the clattering bells of the U. S. House of Representatives are the subject at hand.
Hhen the House is in session and we can't stay continuously "on the floor" (which means
in the House Chamber), a system of bells lets us know if a vote is coming up and we need
to be there. So, naturally, we always keep listening for bells as we go about the Capitol or to our offices--and when the bells ring, we rush back to the House. It's an
automatic reaction. One day last week, I was in my office early in the morning when I
heard the bells. I went full-speed to the House, only to find out that we were not in
session, and no one was there. So I thought to myself, '~y gosh, I'm hearing bells when
there aren't any!" Fortunately for my peace of mind, I later learned that the bellringers have a habit of testing the bells when the House is not in session--so they had
rung after all. But that's how bell shy I have become!

**~"**
VISITORS~ Visitors from home this week included Mr. and Mrs. J. A.
Cardenas, McAllen; Mr. Douglas l1alker, Mission; Hr. and Mrs. James Thigpen, and their
children, Ann, James and Dan, Harlingen; and Ernie Dougherty, Alamo.
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